Miami University

Cultures in Context
Anthropology 155

SPRING 2005
Instructor: Dr. Deborah Akers  

Office: 64B Upham Hall

Office hours: TR 8:30-9:30 or by appointment

Phone: 529-5915






E-mail: akersd@muohio.edu
Class Time and Location: TR 12:00-1:50am; UPH 275 

Required Texts:  

Kottak, Conrad P. 2004. Anthropology, 10th edition. McGraw Hill Publishers. 

Course Description:
Cultures in Context is a course designed to introduce the students to anthropology, both in its theoretical and practical aspects, as well as its bearing on contemporary issues and problems. We shall focus on the methods and conceptual tools by which anthropologists pose questions and attempt to solve them. We shall also discuss pertinent issues, problems, and questions the demand our attention in the contemporary world. 

Course objectives:

Cultures in Contexts will provide the analytical tools and teach the student how to think critically about the nature of various claims (i.e. "theories") to knowledge. The course will also introduce the student to the scope of anthropology as a "scientific" discipline. The final two objectives of Cultures in Context are to explore human biological and cultural evolution and to examine the nature of cultural systems.  
Class Format:  Lectures, class discussions, student presentations, guest lectures (when possible).  

Course Requirements: 



Class Participation/in-class assignments &


Web Search Assignment




10%


Midterm #1




   

30%

Midterm #2






30%

Project 1 Group Presentation




10%

Project 2 Group Presentation & FinalPaper 


20%

Class Participation:  Class participation points are earned by taking an active part in both small and large group discussions and responding to questions in class.  Students will also be asked to periodically complete in-class assignments.  Additionally, if I know your name by the end of the quarter, you will earn bonus points.  One way to help me learn your name is if you participate in class.

Web Search Assignment:  See Attached Instructions.
Project 1 Group Presentation: See Attached Instructions.

Project 2 Paper & Group Presentation:  See Attached Instructions.
Attendance:  Attendance will be taken each period. If you miss class it is your responsibility to obtain notes from your fellow classmates.  It is important for you to attend class and participate in class discussion in order to effectively learn and apply concepts. More than four unexcused absences will result in your final grade dropping 10% (one full grade). An excused absence requires a doctor’s note or, in case of a death in the family, supporting documents. 

Grading:  Each student’s letter grade is based on a standardized scale using the total points earned for all assignments.  Grades are earned; the instructor does not give them.  You can check your general progress by comparing your score against the following scale: 100-90 = A’s; 89-80 = B’s; 79-70 = C’s; 69-60 = D’s; ( 59 = E.  Any questions regarding grading must be in writing and given to the instructor within a week of the exam or the date an assignment is returned with a grade.  Final grades will not be changed once they have been assigned unless there has been a mathematical error.  The following are not legitimate excuses to request a change of your grade: 1) you need a higher grade or you will lose a scholarship, athletic eligibility, etc; 2) you are one point shy of a higher grade.

Late Assignments:  See specific assignment instructions for due dates.  For each assignment turned in after the specified time and date (excluding exams), the grade will drop 10%.  What this means is that you start out with the opportunity to get 100% on any assignment.  Once the assignment is one day late, you start with the opportunity to get 90% as the maximum grade and so on for each day the assignment is late.  A day constitutes a normal business day.

Course Outline
NOTE: This is a guideline.  Changes will be announced in class.
Date



           Assignments and topics                                           Readings
WEEK 1-2        
 

Introduction:The Nature of Anthropology   Ch. 1






The Nature of Culture


   Ch 13





Applying Anthropology

               Ch 2
WEEK 3-4




Language & Communication                        Ch 15

           
Making a Living 



  Ch 16
WEEK 5-6
       

            Political Systems           


  Ch 17





Families, Kinship & Descent
              Ch 18  
Midterm 1 

WEEK 7-8



Marriage




 Ch 19





Religion




 Ch 21






Colonialism: The New World Order            Ch 23 &24

February 22                                        No CLASS: Washington’s Birthday

WEEK 8-9



PROJECT 1: Group Presentations
WEEK 9-10                                        Physical Anthropology and Archaeology  Ch 3                           
                                                 Evolution and Genetics                               Ch 4
WEEK 11-12                                     The Primates




Ch 5






Human Evolutionary History

Ch 7-8

WEEK 13
                                          Human Diversity and Race                           Ch 9                                            


 


                      Midterm II                                                                                                
WEEK 14-15                                  PROJECT II: FOUR FIELD Group Presentations     




 FINAL: FOUR FIELD PROJECT PAPERS                                  

Web Search Assignment Guidelines

Assignment:

Use an Internet Search Engine (e.g., Yahoo, Excite, Alta Vista, Google, etc.) to find an Internet source (web page, organization, news item, etc.) pertinent to a particular class’s topic (i.e., if you choose Week 5-6, you will find a web site pertaining to language and communication as it relates to different cultures in the world). 

Hint: you may have luck surfing national news websites such as: The Christian Science Monitor, The New York Times, The Chicago Tribune, as well as The Cincinnati Enquirer. Also, be sure to check National Geographic for pertinent articles. 

Requirements:

1) Print out the first page of the web site or news item, etc. that you find. The site URL must be noted for verification purposes. Put your name on your print-out and turn it in to the instructor. Your print-out is due at the time you present your findings to the class. 

2) Briefly (3 minutes maximum) summarize for the class what you found. Make sure to include: page or news article title, content of page, and why you think it is relevant to the topic of the day.  I recommend that you practice your presentation at least once to make sure it is no longer than 3 minutes.  You will be stopped if you go over the 3 minute limit.

Web search assignments will be presented at the beginning of class.  

This assignment is worth part of the course participation grade.
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