Miami University

Peoples of the World

Anthropology 175

Fall 2005

Instructor: Dr. Deborah Akers  

Office: 64A Upham Hall

Office hours: MW 10:00-10:50 or by appointment

Phone: 529-5915






E-mail: akersds@muohio.edu
Class Time: MWF 9:00-9:50am 

Required Texts:  

Haviland, William A. 2004. Cultural Anthropology, 11th edition. Harcourt Brace Publishers. 

Angeloni, Elvio. 2005.  Annual Editions:Anthropology 05/06. Dushkin Publishing.

Course Description:  This course introduces the student to the great diversity of human cultures. We shall examine how people from different cultural settings organize their economic, social, and political lives, how they order their symbolic universe, and attempt to solve universal human problems.

The course is intended to provide the student with a broader perspective on humanity, and enable a better understanding of other people’s beliefs and customs. The student will be taught to view other societies holistically, comparatively, and relativistically.  A holistic perspective involves the attempt to explore the interrelatedness between the customs and beliefs of a particular people.  A comparative perspective means that any attempts at understanding humanity must include information from a wide range of human ways of life.  A relativistic perspective involves an attempt to understand people‘s behavior on their own terms, not those of the anthropologist‘s own culture.

This course is part of two thematic sequences: ATH 4: World Cultures, Policy and Ecology: and ATH 5: World Cultures and Social Relations. 

ATH 4: World Cultures, Policy and Ecology is designed to provide an appreciation of human cultural diversity and explore anthropological approaches to understanding diversity in political and economic organizations, marriage and family patterns, and other aspects of life.  In this sequence students examine regional diversity through an in-depth study of a selected geographical area, and they develop conceptual approaches to understanding and comparing human diversity through a topic course on one of the primary aspects of culture.

ATH 5: World Cultures and Social Relations is designed to provide an appreciation of human cultural diversity and explore anthropological approaches to understanding sociocultural relations and systems, including kinship, nationality, religion, race, class and gender.  In this sequence students examine regional characteristics and diversity through an in-depth study of a selected geographical area, and they develop conceptual approaches to understanding and comparing social organization and relationships through a topic course on intercultural relations, sociocultural identities or social anthropology. 

As the beginning course in these sequences, ATH 175 lays a broad foundation for the understanding of and appreciation for the worldwide diversity in human cultural expressions.  It introduces concepts such as cultural relativity, ethnocentrism, and historical context that enable students to engage cultural diversity more thoughtfully and constructively in many areas of their lives. Through anthropological perspectives, this course explores how the different aspects of culture (economics, politics, family, identity, world view, etc.) are expressed and sustained. From this base, the student will explore cultural diversity from two distinct and complementary approaches: area studies and topical studies.  

Class Format:  Lectures, class discussions, student presentations, guest lectures (when possible).  

Course Requirements: 



Class Participation/in-class assignments

10%


Midterm #1




   
25%

Midterm #2





25%

Film Review Group Presentation/Paper

20%

Final Exam: Indigenous People Group & Paper
20%

Class Participation:  Class participation points are earned by taking an active part in both small and large group discussions and responding to questions in class.  Students will also be asked to periodically complete in-class assignments.  Additionally, it is important for me to learn your name.  One way to help me learn your name is if you participate in class. 
Film Review Group Presentation: See Attached Instructions.

Indigenous People Paper & Group Presentation:  See Attached Instructions.
Attendance:  Attendance will be taken each period. If you miss class it is your responsibility to obtain notes from your fellow classmates.  It is important for you to attend class and participate in class discussion in order to effectively learn and apply concepts. More than four unexcused absences will result in your final grade dropping 10% (one full grade). An excused absence requires a doctor’s note or, in case of a death in the family, supporting documents. 

Grading:  Each student’s letter grade is based on a standardized scale using the total points earned for all assignments.  Grades are earned; the instructor does not give them.  You can check your general progress by comparing your score against the following scale: 100-90 = A’s; 89-80 = B’s; 79-70 = C’s; 69-60 = D’s; ( 59 = E.  Any questions regarding grading must be in writing and given to the instructor within a week of the exam or the date an assignment is returned with a grade.  Final grades will not be changed once they have been assigned unless there has been a mathematical error.  The following are not legitimate excuses to request a change of your grade: 1) you need a higher grade or you will lose a scholarship, athletic eligibility, etc; 2) you are one point shy of a higher grade.

Late Assignments:  See specific assignment instructions for due dates.  For each assignment turned in after the specified time and date (excluding exams), the grade will drop 10%.  What this means is that you start out with the opportunity to get 100% on any assignment.  Once the assignment is one day late, you start with the opportunity to get 90% as the maximum grade and so on for each day the assignment is late.  A day constitutes a normal business day.

Course Outline

NOTE: This is a guideline.  Changes will be announced in class.
Date



                Assignments and topics                              Readings
WEEK 1-3        
 


The Nature of Anthropology

Chapts. 1 & 2






The Nature of Culture


Articles 1, 30,16
September 5


              NO CLASS: Labor Day Observed
WEEK 4



Language & Communication

Chapts. 4 




           
Articles 5, 7 
WEEK 5-6
       


Culture & Personality                    
Chapt. 5

WEEK 7-8



Patterns of Subsistence                                 Chapt. 6 & 7
& Economic Systems               

Articles 9, 32
                                                           MIDTERM 1

October 14


              NO CLASS: Mid-Term Holiday

WEEK 9



Group Presentations

WEEK 10-12



Marriage, Family & Kinship

Chapts. 8-10     











Articles 15, 19, 20
WEEK 13    



Political Organization


Chapts. 12

                                                         MIDTERM II

November 24-28



NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING 

WEEK 14-15                                                Indigenous People Group Presentations
WEEK 16
                        Final:  Indigenous People paper

Web Search Assignment Guidelines (Extra Credit)
Assignment:

Use an Internet Search Engine (e.g., Yahoo, Excite, Alta Vista, Google, etc.) to find an Internet source (web page, organization, news item, etc.) pertinent to a particular class’s topic (i.e., if you choose Week 5-6, you will find a web site pertaining to language and communication as it relates to different cultures in the world). This works best for class discussion if the article is on a controversial topic. 
Hint: you may have luck surfing national news websites such as: The Christian Science Monitor, The New York Times, The Chicago Tribune, as well as The Cincinnati Enquirer. Also, be sure to check National Geographic for pertinent articles. 

Requirements:

1) Print out the first page of the web site or news item, etc. that you find. The site URL must be noted for verification purposes. Put your name on your print-out and turn it in to the instructor. Your print-out is due at the time you present your findings to the class. Attach it to a one page typed summary of the article. End the summary by taking a stance and defending it. 
2) Briefly (3 minutes maximum) summarize for the class what you found. Make sure to include: page or news article title, content of page, and why you think it is relevant to the topic of the day.  I recommend that you practice your presentation at least once to make sure it is no longer than 3 minutes.  You will be stopped if you go over the 3 minute limit.

Web search assignments will be presented at the beginning of class.  

This extra credit assignment is worth part of the course participation grade.

Anth 175

Approved Film List for Film Review Project

Armistad


1998. 152 minutes. Motion picture (Drama). Rated R.

This movie is based upon a historical event in 1839 when 45 African slaves overtook the Spanish slave ship, the Amistad.  They force the captain to take them back to Africa, but instead the ship makes passage to America. The coastguard boards the ship and detains the Africans who stand trail for murdering the ships crew.  The legal proceedings eventually seek to determine whether the Africans are slaves or free people.  A historic film, which seeks to authentically depicts the condition of the times.

Black Robe



1991. 101 minutes. Motion Picture (Drama). Rated R.

Fictional account of a 17th century, Jesuit priest’s experience among the Algonquin and Huron of New England and Canada. Addresses many issues of cultural conflict and the impact of Christianity in the Americas. NOTE: This movie was rated R for graphic violence and sexuality. Available at video stores.

Close to Eden
2001. Motion Picture (Drama) with subtitles. Rated PG.

This is the tale of life changes in a Mongolian family living in modern day China. The patriarch of the family, Gombo goes to the city to buy modern appliances after his wife ridicules him for being too traditional. At the same time they are grappling with modernity—China’s policy of limited children means his wife must resist his lovemaking otherwise they may end up in jail for having a fourth child. 

The sweeping panoramas and exquisite vistas make this film fascinating viewing of a way of life that has almost vanished. 
The Gods Must Be Crazy 


1980. 109 minutes. Motion Picture (Action/Comedy). Rated PG.

A bushman in the Kalahari encounters technology for the first time - in the shape of a Coke bottle. He takes it back to his tribe, and uses it for many tasks. The tribe starts to fight over it, so he decides to return it to the Gods - where he thinks it came from. Meanwhile, we are introduced to some new characters, a school teacher assigned to a small village, and a clumsy biologist. Available at video stores and the public library.

The Joy Luck Club


1998. Motion Picture (Drama). Rated R

Adapted from Amy Tan’s best selling novel, this is the story of a Chinese American woman’s search for her family’s roots in mainland China.  The story is structured around the tales of eight relatives, each of whom made individual choices, which later directly or indirectly affected the protagonist’s life.  It is a poignant and thoughtful rendering of the Chinese-American immigration experience in the United States.
Kandahar 

2002. 85 minutes. Motion picture (Drama) 

Directed by Iranian artist Mohsen Makhmalbaf, this film was shot and set during the Taliban period in Afghanistan. It tells the story of a Afghan-Canadian woman as she travels through the country on her way to the city of Kandahar where her despondent sister lives.  Along the way she must contend with many dilemmas which confront women who travel alone in a country which makes it illegal to do so. 

Haunting and surrealistic, this film depicts a people who are trying to survive during the most challenging of times. 

Kundun


1997. Motion Picture (Drama). Rated R.

This is the life history of the 14th Dalai Lama who fled Tibet in 1937 after the invasion of China.  The film’s focus is on the young Dalai Lama’s spiritual role as the enlightened leader of Tibet. The director, Martin Scorsese, who is better known for his brutal gangster movies, provides a haunting and visually striking picture of life in Tibet at that time. The casting of actual Buddhists monks brings an air of authenticity to the scenes.  A political movie which is visually stunning, there are scenes of conflict and culture change which will linger in the memory of the viewer for a long time afterwards. 

The Last Samurai

2003. Motion Picture (Drama). Rated R. (Strong violence)

Captain Nathan Algren (Tom Cruise) is a disillusioned officer who fought in Custer’s Last Stand who finds himself recruited to “modernize” the Japanese Army according to Western fighting standards.   Part of his mission is to put down the remaining Samurai in the countryside. Once Algren is captured by the Samurai, however, he must decide which side of the war he wants to support. 

The Mission 

1986. Motion Picture (Action / Adventure). Rated PG. 

A visually stunning epic, THE MISSION recounts the true story of two men--a man of the sword and a man of the cloth --both Jesuit missionaries who defied the colonial forces of mighty Spain and Portugal to save an Indian tribe from slavery in mid-18th-century South America. Mendoza is a slave trader and colonial imperialist who murdered his own brother and seeks penance for his sins by becoming a missionary at Father Gabriel's mountaintop mission; Gabriel is a devout and idealistic man who extols nonviolence and peaceful interaction with the natives and colonialists. Despite their differences, the two men must unite to save the mission when Spain, Portugal, and the Catholic church begin negotiating their boundaries in the area--negotiations that will affect both the freedom of the natives and the well-being of the Jesuit missionaries who have set up safe havens for them. Director Roland Joffé's sweeping masterpiece is a haunting account of the unjust treatment of the Guarani Indians of South America and the men who fought desperately, in very different ways, to save them. 

Once Were Warriors

1994.  90 minutes.  Motion Picture (Drama). Rated R [for language and violence]

A grim look at the life of modern Maori in New Zealand. Shows the destruction of traditional ways of life which lead to high unemployment and poverty, government housing, alcohol abuse, domestic abuse, despair, alienation, etc. This is based on a novel by a Maori, was directed by a Maori, and stars an all-Maori cast.  Emic view. Parallels well with current problems on US reservations.  NOTE:  this is an incredibly powerful movie; it contains pervasive profanity, graphic scenes of violence, a rape, and a suicide. Available at video stores.

Rabbit Proof Fence
1994. 90 minutes.  Motion Picture (Drama). Rated PG

An awarding winning film based upon a true story of Aboriginal children defying the Australian government policy of forced assimilation.  Young Molly Craig decides to lead her younger sister and cousin in an escape from an internment camp where they are being taught to serve as domestic workers for white employers.  This decision forces them on a 1,500 mile hike along the rabbit proof fence which divides the country to find their way home once again. 

Smoke Signals

1998. 88 minutes. Motion Picture (Comedy/Drama). Rated PG-13. 

All Native American written, directed, produced and acted film depicting the journey of two Coeur d’Alene boys (Thomas and Victor) who leave the reservation for the first time and travel to Phoenix to retrieve the remains of Victor’s father. Refreshing perspective on what it means to be “Indian” in America. Available at video stores.

Whale Rider

2004. Motion Picture (Drama), Rated PG-13.

Pai’s story is a tale of New Zealand Maori tribal tradition set in the new millennium. Born into a long line of tribal rulers, Pai is a disappointment to her grandfather because she breaks the chain of male heirs. She however, feels that she is the next leader and sets out to convince her family as well as the community. This is a luminous story about change and tradition tied together by the myth of the whale rider, which symbolizes the intimate connection of the Maori to nature.  Available at video stores.
Film Review Guidelines

Assignment: 

Group assignments will be made of no more than 4 people. Each group will choose a film from the approved list. Watch and review the film. You may use outside sources as background information if you feel that is necessary (if you use outside sources you must cite them appropriately during the presentation and in your paper).  Present the film to the class and then write your own review of the film. 

The purpose of this assignment is to stimulate critical and synthetic thinking on the part of the student. Can you critically evaluate a media you may encounter in everyday life? Can you synthesize information from class and extend that knowledge to other subjects? 

Requirements:

Obtain and watch the film chosen by your group.

Participate in creating and presenting the film to the class according to the guidelines below. Write your own personal review paper of the film according to the guidelines below. 

Two 20-minute sessions will be set-aside during class for your group to meet.  During the first session, each group must decide which film to review.  Films will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis – no two groups will be allowed to review the same film.  Before leaving class on this day, you must submit you film choice to the instructor.  Presentation times will be assigned randomly by the instructor and handed out during the first session.  

PANEL PRESENTATION GUIDE

Panel Presentation Content

Your group will need to present the film to the class in a succinct and comprehensive manner.  Assume that the rest of the class has not seen the film you are presenting - therefore you should briefly summarize the film content for the class. Apart from this you will want to address the areas suggested below which may be relevant. 

One approach to evenly distributing the responsibility for the panel presentation may be to decide upon an overall outline or structure for the presentation ahead of time and then have each group member be responsible for a different part.

All group members must contribute to the presentation. You will be graded on your individual part of the presentation (just what you say - not how nervous you appear to be).  

Panel Presentation Mechanics

Your group will have a maximum of 20 minutes for the presentation. You may use any media that you think will contribute to your presentation but a power point presentation is required. Each member should plan on showing clips.  You should have the video(s) cued to the scene or know the scene number if using a DVD.  You should plan on policing yourselves regarding the time limit.  Do not hesitate to let another group member know if they are taking too long.  

PAPER GUIDE

Paper Content:

The purpose of a review paper (also called a critical or evaluative essay) is to present a subject, analyze it, and evaluate its usefulness. You cannot assume that your reader is familiar with the subject (or article or film, etc.) so you will need to describe or summarize the subject briefly. Your description or summary should not be longer than 1 page. Next answer one of the following questions: 

· What was the author or filmmaker’s purpose and/or what was their point of view? 

· How did they try to achieve this purpose? 

· How well did they accomplish their goals (or not)? 

· Did you feel the portrayal of the events was a balanced one? Were all sides represented?

· How might this film influence people’s ideas about the events depicted?

· How might the cultural climate (of the target audience) at the time of the filming have influenced the filmmakers or the film?

· What is the root cause of the cultural change depicted in this film? What is the nature of the cultural change?

· What parallels can you draw between the situation depicted in this film and those we have discussed with regard to indigenous peoples in developing nations?

· What was your own response to the subject?

· How or why is the article or film useful (or not) to others? 

· Would you recommend the subject to others?

Paper Mechanics:
Your paper must be a couple of pages of typed text, double-spaced with 1-inch margins. Standard font type and size should be used (e.g. 12 point Arial or Times). Papers must also include a cover page with your name, the course number and title, and the date. Page numbers are required.  
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